
The Constitution

• This is the highest law of the country 

• It sets out how the government is made up, how 
it should function and how it should relate to 
the people  

• It provides for the rights of the people

• It prohibits conducts that go against its provision

• The obligations imposed by the Constitution must 
be fulfilled.

The Bill of Rights

This is the list of human rights, which every human
being has. It is found in chapter two of the Constitution.

The Bill of Rights applies to all laws and binds the
legislature, the executive, the judiciary and all organs 
of the State. A provision of the Bill of Rights binds the
natural and the juristic person to the extent applicable
in the Constitution.  

International human rights law

These are binding agreements and practices on human

rights between States that are mainly passed through 

the UN in the form of treaties.

Definition of terms used

CHAPTER 6



Contact details

South African Human Rights Commission

Head Office – Johannesburg: Private Bag 2700,
Houghton 2041, Johannesburg, South Africa
Tel: +27 11 484-8300  Fax: +27 11 484-1360

Free State: PO Box 4245, Bloemfontein, 9300
Tel: 051 447-1130  Fax: 051 447-1128

Eastern Cape: PO Box 1854, Port Elizabeth 6001
Tel: 041 582-2611/4094  Fax: 041 582-2204

Limpopo : PO Box 55796, Pietersburg 0700
Tel: 015 291-3500/3504  Fax: 015 291-3505
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KwaZulu-Natal : PO Box 1456, Durban 4000

Tel/Fax: 031 304-7323/4/5

Western Cape: PO Box 3563, Cape Town 8000
Tel: 021 426-2277  Fax: 021 426-2875
Email: sahrcinfo@sahrc.org.za

The Public Protector

Head Office – Tshwane: Private Bag x 677, Pretoria 0001
Tel 012 3222916  Fax: 012 3225093

Mpumalanga: PO Box 3373, Nelspruit 1200
Tel: 013 752 8543  Fax: 013 752 7883

North West: PO Box 512, Mafikeng 8670
Tel: 018 3811060/1/2  Fax: 018 381 2066

Western Cape: PO Box 712, Cape Town 8000

Tel: 021 423 8644; Fax: 021 423 8708

KwaZulu-Natal : PO Box 4267, Durban 4000

Tel: 031 307 5300  Fax:  031 307 2424

Free State: PO Box 383, Bloemfontein 9300

Tel: 051 448 6172  Fax: 051 448 6070

Limpopo: PO Box 4533, Polokwane 0070

Tel: 015 295 6984  Fax: 015 295 2870

Eastern Cape: PO Box 1400, Bisho 5605

Tel: 040 635 1286  Fax: 040 635 1291

Northern Cape: PO Box 1505, Kimberly 8300

Tel: 053 831 7766  Fax: 053 832 3404
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