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CONTENT: 
The outstanding trademark of the envisaged book publication, as reflected in the title, is the 
manner in which it strives to present a critical perspective on the subjective matter. In this 
regard authors should therefore pay attention especially to two aspects: (i) The way in which 
his/her/their chapter contribution offers a perspective on the unique critical role or 
contribution of the religious sector (or particular actors within this sector, such as the 
Christian churches) with regard to the specific issue that the is addressing; (ii) The extent to 
which role players and institutions in the religious sector can themselves be criticised with 
regard to their own discourse and mode of involvement in social development and specifically 
the issue which the chapter is addressing. For an example in this regard, see the article by 
Swart (‘Networks and partnerships…’) that will constitute the fourth chapter of the book 
publication. 

In addition authors should take note of the fact that this will be a publication about social 
development and their respective chapters should thus reflect something of the social 
development paradigm, which is the paradigm for social welfare delivery in post-apartheid 
South Africa and, importantly in the context of the book, assumes a critical mode of social 
engagement and discourse (see for example the last section of the article by Swart).  
 
As indicated in the proposed Chapter Outline (see the first addendum to this document) the 
book will consists of six thematic parts (excluding the introduction and conclusion by the 
editors) and will include contributions that (i) have already been published in the project 
(marked ***), (ii) contributions that have presented as papers at conferences or at one of the 
workshops of the project and in some instances have been submitted for publication in 
academic journals (marked **) and (iii) contributions that are in an advantage stage of 
completion (marked *). In addition the rest of the indicated contributions (without any 
asterisk) will give opportunity to the masters and doctoral students in the project to participate 
in the book publication but also include contributions by collaborators that will add important 
value to the thematic whole of the publication.  

 
 

(editorial team: I. Swart, S. Green, J. Erasmus) 

Introduction (editors) 

PART I: CONTEXTUAL CONSIDERATIONS 

1 From the past to the present: church and religious involvement in welfare and 
social development in South Africa (S. Green & Me. A. Nieman – Dept. of 
Social Work, US)* 

2 The challenge of social development and the potential role of religious 
communities in South Africa (R. Burger & M. Louw – Dept. of Economics, 
US) 

3 The emerging policy of social capital formation: opportunity and challenge 
for the religious sector in South Africa (I Eigelaar-Meets & C Gomulia & A 
Geldenhuys – URDR, US , UWC & Western Cape Provincial Dept. of the 
Premier) 



PART II: RELIGIOUS SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DEBATE 

4 Networks and partnerships for social justice? The pragmatic turn in the 
religious social development debate in post-apartheid South Africa (I. Swart – 
Huguenot College; URDR, US)*** 

PART III: RELIGION AND SOCIAL RESEARCH 

5 Mobilising faith-based organisations for social development through a 
participatory action research (PAR) process (I. Swart – Huguenot College; 
URDR, US)*** 

6 Churches as a stock of social capital for social development in local 
communities (I. Swart – Huguenot College; URDR, US)*** 

7 Being poor and vulnerable: Researching social development needs in the 
Cape Peninsula (J Erasmus - URDR, US)*** 

PART IV: CONCEPTUAL AND STRATEGIC CHALLENGES 

8 Conceptualising faith-based organisations (W. vd Merwe - DRC; Dept. of 
Practical Theology and Missiology, US)   

9 Confronting the challenge of social exclusion/inclusion in South Africa 
through faith-based organisations (J. Erasmus - URDR, US)*** 

10 Religious networks as a resource for social and economic development: on 
the role of churches in overcoming social polarisation (R. Burger & C Van 
der Watt – Dept. of Economics, US) 

11 The challenge of interfaith cooperation in the field of social development (D. 
Simon – Dept. of Practical Theology and Missiology, US) 

12 Can religion contribute to the economic challenge in social development? The 
case of the social economy (author(s) still to be announced) 

13 Social capital and social development: exploring the nexus (A. Nieman)*** 

14 The involvement of faith-based organisations in addressing unemployment: A 
theoretical perspective (A. Kwago & C. Thesnaar – Huguenot College) 

15 Faith-based models of community adult learning as strategy for addressing 
social development needs (E. Carolissen – Dept. of Practical Theology and 
Missiology & J. Volmink – Cornerstone College) 

16 Restorative justice as a key for healing communities (C. Thesnaar – Huguenot 
College)*** 

17 Religion, human rights and development: the case of children’s rights (H. 
Yates – Huguenot College & S. Human – Dept. of Private and Roman Law, 
US) 

PART V: PERSPECTIVES ON PRAXIS 

18 Ritual and the generation of social capital in contexts of poverty (C. Wepener 
& J. Cilliers - Dept. of Practical Theology and Missiology / BUVTON, 
US)*** 

19 Religion, health and development: case studies from the African Religious 
Health Assets Programme (ARHAP researchers – UCT) 

20 The role of FBOs in combating sexual abuse (M. Thirion & C. Thesnaar – 



Huguenot College) 

21 Churches as service providers for victims of sexual and/or violent crimes: A 
case study from the Paarl community (J Erasmus & G Mans, URDR, US) 

22 Meeting unemployment through the faith-based sector: A case study in a 
South African context (J Erasmus, URDR, US) 

23 Churches as providers of HIV/Aids care (C. Ferreira & C Groenewald – Dept. 
of Sociology and Social Anthropology, US) 

24 The role of Christian FBOs in fostering social development: Three case 
studies (I Swart & S. Green with A. Louw / M. Burger / J. vd Lingen – 
URDR / Dept. of Social Work, US)  

25 Between churches and FBOs: a critical perspective on churches as social 
service providers in South African communities (G. Mans & J. Erasmus) 

PART VI: THEOLOGICAL AND HERMENEUTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

26 The third public: Hermeneutical key to the theological debate on church and 
development? (I. Swart)*** 

27 Development as transformation: moving from development to social 
transformation in the theological concern with development (K August - 
Dept. of Practical Theology and Missiology, US & N. Bowers – Cornerstone 
College)*** 

28 The role of the missiological church in development (J Hendriks – Dept. of 
Practical Theology and Missiology, US) 

29 The church of the poor and its contribution to social development (N. Bowers 
– Cornerstone College & K August & E Adams– Dept. of Practical Theology 
and Missiology, US) 

30 The effects of unemployment on families in South Africa: Guidelines for 
faith-based organisations (A. Kwago, M. Lenhoff, C. Thesnaar, H. Yates – 
Huguenot College)*** 

PART VII: CONCLUSION 

31 Critical religious engagement in the social development sphere: a synthesis of 
perspectives (editors) 

 
 

 


